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Scripture Readings:
Epistle: Hebrews 4:14-5:6
Gospel: St. Mark 8:34-9:1
A warm welcome to everyone this morning! Please join us for
some fellowship after in the Parish Hall!
Services, Events & Announcements
+ Presanctified Liturgy – Wednesday March 30th @ 5:30 (9th Hour
@ 5:20) Lenten potluck following
+ Presanctified Liturgy – Friday April 1st @ 5:30 (9th Hour @ 5:20)
Lenten potluck following
+ Great Vespers – Saturday April 2nd @ 5pm
+ Divine Liturgy – Sunday of the Ladder of Divine Ascent – April 3rd
@ 10am (Hours @ 9:40), a Lenten fellowship following in the Hall.
+ Please let Fr Seraphim know when you would like to go to
confession during this Lenten Season.
+ THANK YOU from Fr. Seraphim & Mat. Mary for your cards,
gifts, and cake on their 40th wedding anniversary. God Bless You!!
+ Michael Juran wishes to thank everyone who had a part in
helping him (and Catherine Mann) get settled in his home.
Our Giving – March 20th, 2022
Tithes/Offerings - $1,021.00 / Online Giving - $130.00
Candle Offerings – $97.00 / Love Offerings - $150.00
Benevolence - $200.00

Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are
Orthodox Christians and have properly prepared themselves by
fasting, prayer [i.e., Prayers Before Communion], recent confession,
and who were at least present for the reading of the Epistle and
Gospel should approach to receive the Holy Eucharist. We should
all be at peace with everyone too. If you have any questions
about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim.
THE TREE HEALS THE TREE - Fr. Stephen Freeman
The Third Sunday of Great Lent is given to meditation on the Holy Wood
of the Cross. I offer this mediation.
Readers of the New Testament are familiar with St. Paul’s description of
Christ as the “Second Adam.” It is an example of the frequent Apostolic
use of an allegoric reading of the Old Testament (I am using “allegory” in
its broadest sense – including typology and other forms). Christ Himself
had stated that He was the meaning of the Old Testament (John 5:39).
Within the Gospels Christ identifies His own death and resurrection with
the Prophet Jonah’s journey in the belly of the fish. He likens His
crucifixion to the serpent raised on a staff by which Moses healed the
people of Israel. Without the allegorical use of the Old Testament – much
of the material in the gospels and the rest of the New Testament would be
unintelligible.
Orthodox Christians are very accustomed to this manner of handling
Scripture – the hymnography (largely written during the Patristic period)
of the Church’s liturgical life is utterly dominated with such a use of
allegory. The connections between New Testament and Old – between
dogma and the allegory of Scriptural imagery is found in almost every
verse offered within a service. Those who are not familiar with the Eastern
liturgical life are unaware of this rich Christian heritage and of its deep
doctrinal piety and significance.
In the feast of the Holy Cross, the hymnography at one point makes the
statement, “The Tree heals the Tree.” It is one of the marvelous
commentaries on the life of grace and its relationship to the human
predicament. It refers to the relationship between the Cross of Christ and
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. The latter was the source of

the fruit that Adam and Eve consumed that was the source of their fall
from grace. The “Tree that heals” is none other than the Cross of Christ.
I am struck particularly by this treatment of Biblical imagery. The
meditation does not say that the Cross destroys the tree whose fruit, along
with our disobedience, brought the human tragedy. The Tree heals the
Tree. In the same manner, the Kingdom of God does not destroy creation
– it makes it whole.
There is a tendency within our lives to view failure and disasters (whether
self-inflicted or otherwise) as deep tragedies that derail our lives and the
world around us. Our heart becomes confused when the thought of “if
only” takes up residence. But the Tree heals the Tree. In God, nothing is
wasted.
It is the spiritual habit of the Church’s liturgical life to see the story of
Christ in everything. Every story involving wood or a tree seems to find its
way into the hymnography of the Cross. The same is true for many other
images. I believe this way of reading Scripture is also a key to the Christian
life. Our hearts are such that they generally do not see the Kingdom of
God – we see only the tree and our disobedience. But Christ Himself
became sin that we might become the righteousness of God (2 Cor. 5:21).
He took our life upon Himself that He might bestow His own life upon us.
Thus Christ has entered all things that He might make all things new.
Nothing is wasted.”
(From the blog, Glory to God for All Things)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!
His Eminence Archbishop Mark, Priestmonk Ambrose (Young), Abbot
Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest Daniel
& Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Archpriest Moses (Berry), Pres. Eva
(Koutroulelis), Presbytera Rosy (Tanveer), Helen Maybo, Paul Beard,
Evelyn Chabal, Phoebe Davis, Michael Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, the
Newly Illumined Anna & Isaac & those suffering in the Ukraine.

Prayers for the Newly Departed: Memory Eternal!
Archpriest George Hnatko +2/13, Protodeacon Sergius Miller +3/16, Mat.
Carol Janecek +2/14, & those who have lost their lives in the Ukraine.

