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Today’s Scripture Readings: 

Epistle: Colossians 1:12-18; 1 Corinthians 9:2-12 

Gospel: St. Luke 9:51-56; 10:22-24; St. Matthew 18:23-35 

 

 

A Joyous Festive welcome to everyone this morning!  Please join 

us for lunch & fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall! 
 

This Week at Holy Cross 

+ Church open for prayer/Confession - Tuesday * 7-9:30am. Please let 

Fr Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession. 

+ No Compline / Bible Study – Wednesday August 19th 

+ Great Vespers – Saturday August 22nd * 5pm 

+ Hours & Divine Liturgy – Sunday August 23rd * 9:40am – Lunch 

Fellowship following in the Hall. 

** THANK YOU to all who helped with the Luncheon Saturday! 😊 

+ August Benevolence – OCF – State College 

August 8 / 9, 2026 

Attendance: Vespers – 29 / Divine Liturgy – 65 / Dormition - 29 

Collection - $1,210.25 / Online Giving - $341.00 

Candle Offerings – $95.00 / Benevolence - $250.00 

“. . . for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7 



Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox 

Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer 

[i.e., Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at 

least present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach 

to receive the Holy Eucharist.  We should all be at peace with everyone 

too.  If you have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. 

Seraphim.        

† Translation of the Image “Not-Made-By-Hands” of our Lord 

Jesus Christ from Edessa to Constantinople 

The Transfer of the Icon of our Lord Jesus Christ Not-Made-by-Hands 

from Edessa to Constantinople occurred in the year 944. Eusebius, in his History 

of the Church (I:13), relates that when the Savior was preaching, Abgar was the 

ruler of Edessa. He was stricken with leprosy all over his body. Reports of the 

great miracles performed by the Lord spread throughout Syria (Mt.4:24) and 

even reached Abgar. Without having seen the Savior, Abgar believed in Him as 

the Son of God. He wrote a letter requesting Him to come and heal him. He sent 

his own portrait painter Ananias to Palestine with this letter, and commissioned 

him to paint a likeness of the Divine Teacher. 

 

Ananias arrived in Jerusalem and saw the Lord surrounded by many 

people. He was not able to get close to Him because of the large crowd which 

had gathered to hear the Savior. Then he stood on a high rock and tried to paint 

Christ's portrait from afar, but this attempt did not succeed. Then the Savior saw 

him, called him by name, and gave him a short letter for Abgar in which He 

praised the ruler's faith. He also promised to send His disciple to heal him of his 

leprosy and guide him to salvation. 

 

Then the Lord asked for some water and a cloth to be brought to Him. 

After washing His Face, He dried it with the cloth, and His Divine countenence 

was imprinted upon it. Ananias brought the cloth and the Savior's letter to 

Edessa. Reverently, Abgar pressed the holy object to his face and received 

partial healing. Only a small trace of the terrible affliction remained until the 

arrival of the disciple promised by the Lord. This was Saint Thaddeus, an 

Apostle of the Seventy (August 21), who preached the Gospel and baptized 

Abgar and all the people of Edessa. Abgar attached the Holy Napkin to a board 

and placed it in a gold frame adorned with pearls. Then he placed it in a niche 

above the city gates. On the gateway over the Icon he inscribed the words, “O 

Christ God, let no one who hopes on Thee be put to shame.” 

 



For many years the inhabitants had the pious custom of bowing down 

before the Icon whenever they went forth from the gates. Later, one of Abgar's 

great-grandsons, who ruled Edessa, fell into idolatry, and decided to remove the 

Icon from the city wall and to replace it with an idol. In a vision the Lord 

ordered the Bishop of Edessa to hide His Icon. The bishop came by night with 

his clergy, lit a lampada before the Icon, and placed a ceramic tile in front of the 

Icon to protect it, and then he sealed the niche with bricks.  As time passed, the 

people forgot about the Icon. But in the year 545, when the Persian emperor 

Chozroes I besieged Edessa and the city's position seemed hopeless, the Most 

Holy Theotokos appeared to Bishop Eulabios and ordered him to remove the 

Icon from the sealed niche, saying that it would save the city from the enemy. 

When he opened the niche, the bishop found the Holy Mandylion, and the 

lampada was still burning before the Icon, and an exact copy was produced upon 

the tile protecting the Icon. 

 

The Persians lit a huge fire outside the city walls. Bishop Eulabios 

carried the Icon Not-Made-by-Hands around the city walls, and a violent wind 

turned the flames back on the Persians. The defeated Persian army retreated 

from the city.     (www.oca.org) 

 

 
Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years! 

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young), 

Abbot Tryphon, Abbot Sergius. Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-

Archpriest Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), 

Mat. Mary Reynolds, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia 

Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, 

Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish, Innocent Sam, Chris Gehret, Bridget 

Youmans, Stephanie Raptis, Hannah Conover, Anthony Arroyo, child Odette 

Crews, James & Elizabeth Larson, Xenia Crews & those suffering from the wars 

and unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East.  Our Catechumens: Jiselle 

Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, 

Charlotte & Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, 

Joseph Fazio, Dallas Compton, Jonathan, Madison (& infant Livinia), Felicity & 

Edmund Race, Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret, Robert, Ana, Donald & Alyssa 

Rubino & Michael Remick 

Prayers for the Newly Departed: Memory Eternal 

Hieromonk Basil (Castillo) +7/28, Matushka Louise Hill +7/19 and All those 

who have lost their lives in the wars & unrest in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle 

East and around the world. 


