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Today’s Scripture Readings: 

Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Gospel: St. Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28; St. Matthew 19:16-26 

 

 

A Joyous Festive welcome to everyone this morning!  Please join 

us for lunch & fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall! 
 

This Week at Holy Cross 

+ Church open for prayer/Confession - Tuesday * 7-9:30am. Please let 

Fr Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession. 

+ Compline / Bible Study – Wednesday August 26th * 5:30pm 

+ Baptisms / Chrismations – Saturday August 29th * 10am 

+ Great Vespers – Saturday August 29th * 5pm 

+ Hours & Divine Liturgy (Chrismation) – Sunday August 30th * 

9:40am – Lunch Fellowship following in the Hall. 

+ August Benevolence – OCF – State College 

August 15 / 16, 2026 

Attendance: Vespers – 32 / Divine Liturgy – 79 

Collection - $4,926.25 / Online Giving - $341.00 

Candle Offerings – $329.00 / Benevolence - $5.00 

Luncheon Donations – $307.00 

“. . . for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7 



Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox 

Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e., 

Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least 

present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive 

the Holy Eucharist.  We should all be at peace with everyone too.  If you 

have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim.        

† Hieromartyr Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons (+ 202) 

The Hieromartyr Irenaeus was born in the year 130 in the city of 

Smyrna (Asia Minor). He received there the finest education, studying 

poetics, philosophy, rhetoric, and the rest of the classical sciences considered 

necessary for a young man of the world.  His guide in the truths of the 

Christian Faith was a disciple of the Apostle John the Theologian, Saint 

Polycarp of Smyrna (February 23). Saint Polycarp baptized the youth and 

afterwards ordained him presbyter and sent him to a city in Gaul then named 

Lugdunum [the present-day Lyons in France] to the dying bishop Pothinus.  

At that time there appeared a series of religious-philosophical gnostic 

teachings. The Gnostics [from the Greek word “gnosis” meaning 

“knowledge”] taught that God cannot be incarnate [i.e. born in human flesh], 

since matter is imperfect and manifests itself as the bearer of evil. They 

taught also that the Son of God is only an outflowing (“emanation”) of 

Divinity. 

 

In refuting this heresy, championed by Valentinus, Saint Irenaeus 

presents the Orthodox teaching of salvation. “The Word of God, Jesus 

Christ, through His inexplicable blessedness caused it to be, that we also, 

should be made that which He is ...,” taught Saint Irenaeus. “Jesus Christ the 

Son of God, through exceedingly great love for His creation, condescended 

to be born of a Virgin, having united mankind with God in His own Self.” 

Through the Incarnation of God, creation becomes co-imaged and co-bodied 

to the Son of God. Salvation consists in the “Sonship” and “Theosis” 

(“Divinization”) of mankind.  In the refutation of another heretic, Marcian, 

who denied the divine origin of the Old Testament, the saint affirms the 

same divine inspiration of the Old and the New Testaments: “It is one and 

the same Spirit of God Who proclaimed through the prophets the precise 

manner of the Lord’s coming,” wrote the saint. “Through the apostles, He 

preached that the fulness of time of the filiation had arrived, and that the 

Kingdom of Heaven was at hand.” 

 



The successors of the Apostles have received from God the certain 

gift of truth, which Saint Irenaeus links to the succession of the episcopate 

(Adv. Haer. 4, 26, 2). “Anyone who desires to know the truth ought to turn 

to the Church, since through Her alone did the apostles expound the Divine 

Truth. She is the door to life.”  The Apostle and Evangelist John the 

Theologian, Saint Polycarp of Smyrna, and Saint Irenaeus of Lyons are three 

links in an unbroken chain of the grace of succession, which goes back to the 

Original Pastor, our Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

 

In his old age, Saint Irenaeus wrote to his old friend the priest 

Florinus: “When I was still a boy, I knew you... in Polycarp’s house.... I 

remember what happened in those days more clearly than what happens 

now.... I can describe for you the place where blessed Polycarp usually sat 

and conversed, the character of his life, the appearance of his body, and the 

discourses which he spoke to the people, how he spoke of the conversations 

which he had with John and others who had seen the Lord, how he 

remembered their words, and what he heard from them about the Lord ... I 

listened eagerly to these things, by the mercy of God, and wrote them, not on 

paper, but in my heart.”    (www.oca.org) 

 
Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years! 

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young), 

Abbot Tryphon, Abbot Sergius. Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-

Archpriest Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), 

Mat. Mary Reynolds, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia 

Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, 

Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish, Innocent Sam, Chris Gehret, Bridget 

Youmans, Stephanie Raptis, Hannah Conover, Anthony Arroyo, child Odette 

Crews, James & Elizabeth Larson, Xenia Crews & those suffering from the wars 

and unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East.  Our Catechumens: Jiselle 

Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, 

Charlotte & Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, 

Joseph Fazio, Dallas Compton, Jonathan, Madison (& infant Livinia), Felicity & 

Edmund Race, Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret, Robert, Ana, Donald & Alyssa 

Rubino & Michael Remick 

Prayers for the Newly Departed: Memory Eternal 

Hieromonk Basil (Castillo) +7/28, Matushka Louise Hill +7/19 and All those 

who have lost their lives in the wars & unrest in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle 

East and around the world. 


