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Today’s Scripture Readings: 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 16:13-24 

Gospel: St. Matthew 21:33-42 

 

A warm welcome to everyone this morning!  Please join us for 

lunch & fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall! 
 

This Week at Holy Cross 

+ Church open for prayer/Confession - Thursday * 7-9:30am. Please let 

Fr Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession. 

+ Compline / Bible Study – Wednesday September 2nd * 5:30pm 

+ Great Vespers – Saturday September 5th * 5pm 

+ Hours & Divine Liturgy – Sunday September 6th * 9:40am – Lunch 

Fellowship following in the Hall. 

+ September Benevolence – Dwell Orphan Care, Williamsport 

+ MANY MORE BLESSED YEARS to the Newly Illumined Silouan, 

Emmelia, Marina, Nicholas, Juliana & their Godparents/Sponsors!! 

 

August 22 / 23, 2026 

Attendance: Vespers – 41 / Divine Liturgy – 89 

Collection - $514.00 / Online Giving - $341.00 

Candle Offerings – $99.00 / Benevolence - $10.00 

THANK YOU for your generous support of our Parish!! 



Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox 

Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e., 

Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least 

present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive 

the Holy Eucharist.  We should all be at peace with everyone too.  If you 

have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim.        

† WHAT IS HOLY CHRISMATION?  

In the Sacrament of Baptism man is called out of spiritual darkness 

into the light of Christ and is initiated into the economy of salvation by the 

Son of God. This initiation is effected, however, in the Sacrament of 

Chrismation. Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the Name of Jesus 

Christ, the Apostle Peter preached to the people on Pentecost, and you shall 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). Since that time the Divine Gift 

of the Holy Spirit is bestowed upon each person who rises from the 

baptismal font. And everything the Holy Spirit touches receives the seal of 

an invaluable treasure, a ray of eternal light, the reflection of Divine action. 

 

The Sacrament of Chrismation awakens in the soul that inner 

spiritual thirst which does not let one grow satisfied solely with the earthly 

and material, but always summons us to the Heavenly, to the eternal and the 

perfect. It makes the baptized person the possessor of the Spirit bearing 

beauty and a partaker of sanctity, of the Un-waning Light and Divine Life. It 

is for this reason that in Chrismation the new member of the Church not only 

receives the Spirit within, but is outwardly encompassed by Him, being 

robed henceforth as if in special spiritual garments. 

 

The Prayer at Anointing with the Holy Chrism contains an assertion 

that the one who has been graced to receive the seal of the Gift of the Holy 

Spirit receives aid to remain indomitable, unchanging, unharmed, 

untouched, un-oppressed, safe from the designs of the Evil One, to abide in 

the Faith and to await the heavenly rewards of life and the eternal promises 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Such a lofty gift of the Holy Spirit, 

bestowed in Chrismation, obliges the person being anointed to remember 

constantly the words of St. Paul: Do you not know that you are God's temple 

and that God's Spirit dwells in you (1 Cor. 3:16)? 

 

The prayer to God for the bestowing of the Holy Spirit, which 

precedes the anointing, and the anointing itself of certain parts of the body 



crosswise with the Chrism, accompanied by the words, The seal of the gift 

of the Holy Spirit, Amen, have always comprised the basis for the Office of 

this Sacrament. It concludes the grace-giving process of the new member's 

joining the Church, making him an equal among the faithful and rendering 

him worthy, henceforth, to partake of the Body and Blood of Christ. 

 

Originally the Apostles conferred the Holy Spirit on those who 

gladly received the Word of the Gospel (Acts 2:41) and were baptized 

through prayer and the laying-on of hands. In the Acts of the Apostles, Peter 

and John were sent to the Samaritans who had received the word of God, 

and they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.... Then 

they laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:15, 

17). The need to administer the Sacrament of the spirit through the laying-on 

of hands required the personal participation of the Apostles, but later they 

blessed the Bishops and Presbyter whom they consecrated to conduct the 

invocation of the Holy Spirit upon believers through anointing them with the 

Holy Chrism and permitted Bishops alone to consecrate the Chrism. As St. 

Cyril of Jerusalem says, Holy Chrism...is a gift of Christ and of the Holy 

Spirit, which is validated by the presence of His Divinity.... And when the 

body is anointed in a visible fashion, the soul is consecrated with the Holy 

and Life-Giving Spirit.  Excerpt from "These Truths We Hold” 

 
Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years! 

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young), 

Abbot Tryphon, Abbot Sergius. Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-

Archpriest Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), 

Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, 

Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Joanna Bohlander, John 

Dykes, Mary Fish, Innocent Sam, Chris Gehret, Bridget Youmans, Stephanie 

Raptis, Anthony Arroyo, child Odette Crews, James & Elizabeth Larson, Newly 

Illumined: Garette, Morgan, Charlotte, Nathaniel Fallon, & Jiselle Macari  & 

those suffering from the wars and unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East.  

Our Catechumens: Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Rick 

Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas Compton, Jonathan, 

Madison (& infant Livinia), Felicity & Edmund Race, Mason Hall, Andrew 

Gehret, Robert, Ana, Donald & Alyssa Rubino & Michael Remick 

Prayers for the Newly Departed: Memory Eternal 

Hieromonk Basil (Castillo) +7/28, Protodeacon Alexei Dupay +8/23, Adelina 

Salubayba +8/27 and All those who have lost their lives in the wars & unrest in 

Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East and around the world. Disaster in Nepal 


