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Today’s Scripture Readings: 

Epistle: Galatians 5:22-6:2; 1 Corinthians 4:9-16 

Gospel: St. Luke 6:17-23; St. Matthew 17:14-23 

 

A warm welcome to everyone this morning!  Please join us for 

lunch & fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall! 
 

This Week at Holy Cross 

+ Compline / Bible Study – Wednesday August 12th * 5:30pm 

+ Church open for prayer/Confession - Thursday * 7-9:30am. Please let 

Fr Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession. 

+ Feast of the Dormition of the Most Blessed Theotokos – Vesperal 

Liturgy w/ Blessing of Flowers - Friday August 14th * 5:30pm 

** Community Luncheon – Saturday August 15th * 10am 

+ Parish Council – Saturday August 15th * 3pm 

+ Great Vespers – Saturday August 15th * 5pm 

+ Hours & Divine Liturgy – Sunday August 16th * 9:40am – Lunch 

Fellowship following in the Hall. 

+ August Benevolence – OCF – State College 

August 1 / 2, 2026 

Attendance: Vespers – 22 / Divine Liturgy – 45 / Feast - 15 

Collection - $2,683.00 / Online Giving - $341.00 

Candle Offerings – $47.00 / Benevolence - $20.00 

“. . . for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7 



Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox 

Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer 

[i.e., Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at 

least present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach 

to receive the Holy Eucharist.  We should all be at peace with everyone 

too.  If you have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. 

Seraphim.        

† Excerpts of the Life of St Herman of Alaska 

“Once the Elder was invited aboard a frigate which came from 

Saint Petersburg. The Captain of the frigate was a highly educated man, 

who had been sent to America by order of the Emperor to make an 

inspection of all the colonies. There were more than twenty-five officers 

with the Captain, and they also were educated men. In the company of 

this group sat a monk of a hermitage, small in stature and wearing very 

old clothes. All these educated conversationalists were placed in such a 

position by his wise talks that they did not know how to answer him. The 

Captain himself used to say, ‘We were lost for an answer before him.’ 

 

“Father Herman gave them all one general question: ‘Gentlemen, 

What do you love above all, and what will each of you wish for your 

happiness?’ Various answers were offered ... Some desired wealth, 

others glory, some a beautiful wife, and still others a beautiful ship he 

would captain; and so forth in the same vein. ‘Is it not true,’ Father 

Herman said to them concerning this, ‘that all your various wishes can 

bring us to one conclusion—that each of you desires that which in his 

own understanding he considers the best, and which is most worthy of 

his love?’ They all answered, ‘Yes, that is so!’ He then continued, 

‘Would you not say, Is not that which is best, above all, and surpassing 

all, and that which by preference is most worthy of love, the Very Lord, 

our Jesus Christ, who created us, adorned us with such ideals, gave life to 

all, sustains everything, nurtures and loves all, who is Himself Love and 

most beautiful of all men? Should we not then love God above every 

thing, desire Him more than anything, and search Him out?’ 

 

“All said, ‘Why, yes! That’s self-evident!’ Then the Elder asked, 

‘But do you love God?’ They all answered, ‘Certainly, we love God. 



How can we not love God?’ ‘And I a sinner have been trying for more 

than forty years to love God, I cannot say that I love Him completely,’ 

Father Herman protested to them. He then began to demonstrate to them 

the way in which we should love God. ‘If we love someone,’ he said, 

‘we always remember them; we try to please them. Day and night our 

heart is concerned with the subject. Is that the way you gentlemen love 

God? Do you turn to Him often? Do you always remember Him? Do you 

always pray to Him and fulfill His holy commandments?’ They had to 

admit that they had not! ‘For our own good, and for our own fortune,’ 

concluded the Elder, ‘let us at least promise ourselves that from this very 

minute we will try to love God more than anything and to fulfill His 

Holy Will!’ Without any doubt this conversation was imprinted in the 

hearts of the listeners for the rest of their lives.’    

      (www.oca.org) 

 

 
Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years! 

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young), 

Abbot Tryphon, Abbot Sergius. Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), 

Mitred-Archpriest Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva 

(Koutroulelis), Mat. Mary Reynolds, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn 

Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael 

Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish, 

Innocent Sam, Chris Gehret, Bridget Youmans, Stephanie Raptis, Hannah 

Conover, Anthony Arroyo, child Odette Crews, James & Elizabeth Larson, 

Xenia Crews & those suffering from the wars and unrest in Ukraine, Russia, 

& the Middle East.  Our Catechumens: Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos, 

Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel 

Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas 

Compton, Jonathan, Madison (& infant Livinia), Felicity & Edmund Race, 

Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret, Robert, Ana, Donald & Alyssa Rubino & 

Michael Remick 

Prayers for the Newly Departed: Memory Eternal 

Hieromonk Basil (Castillo) +7/28, Matushka Louise Hill +7/19 and All 

those who have lost their lives in the wars & unrest in Ukraine, Russia, the 

Middle East and around the world. 


