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€levation of the Holy Gross Orthodox Ghurch
1725 Holy Cross Ln
Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701-2749
www.holycrosswilliamsport.org

Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Rector/Pastor
Office: 570.322.3020
(c) 717.576.3503
Email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:

Epistle: Hebrews 13:7-16; Romans 15:1-7
Gospel: St. John 17:1-13; St. Matthew 9:27-35

A WARM welcome to everyone this morning! Please join us for
lunch & fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

* Church open for prayer/Confession on Thursday * 7-9:30am. Please
let Fr Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession.

+ Compline / Bible Study — Wednesday July 22™ * 5:30pm

** Parish Council Meeting — Thursday July 23" * Spm
+ Great Vespers — Saturday July 25" * 5pm

*+ Hours & Divine Liturgy — Sunday July 26" * 9:40am — Coffee
Fellowship following in the Hall.

*+ July Benevolence — Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry
** THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the Luncheon on
Saturday!!
July 11/12, 2026
Attendance: Vespers — 22 / Divine Liturgy - 67
Collection - $2,396.25 / Online Giving - $341.00
Candle Offerings — $53.00 / Benevolence - $250.00

Thank you all for your support of our Parish!!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer
li.e., Prayers Before Communion), recent confession, and who were at
least present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach
to receive the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone
too. If you have any questions about Communion, please see Fr.

Seraphim. &

’f‘ Uncovering of the relics of Venerable Seraphim of Sarov

The glorification of Saint Seraphim of Sarov (January 2), took
place in 1903, seventy years after his repose. On July 3, 1903
Metropolitan Anthony of Saint Petersburg, assisted by Bishop Nazarius
of Nizhni-Novgorod and Bishop Innocent of Tambov, transferred the
saint’s relics from their original burial place to the church of Saints
Zosimus and Sabbatius. Tsar Nicholas II and Tsarina Alexandra provided
a new cypress coffin to receive the relics. This cypress coffin was then
placed inside an oak coffin and remained in the church until the day of
the saint’s glorification.

At noon on July 16, the first day of the festivities, Metropolitan
Anthony offered a Memorial Service for the ever-memorable Hieromonk
Seraphim in the Dormition Cathedral. Services also took place in the
monastery’s other churches. The next day Metropolitan Anthony and
Bishop Nazarius served a Memorial Liturgy in the Dormition Cathedral.
At 5:00 that afternoon, the bells of Sarov began to ring, announcing the
arrival of Tsar Nicholas and his family.

The royal family attended the early Liturgy on July 18th and
received the Holy Mysteries. Later that morning, the final Memorial
Service for the repose of Hieromonk Seraphim’s soul was offered in the
Cathedral. These would be the last prayers offered for him as a departed
servant of God. From that time forward, prayers would be addressed to
him as a saint. At 6 P.M. the bells rang for Vigil, the first service with
hymns honoring Saint Seraphim, and during which his relics would be
exposed for public veneration.




At the time of the Litia during Vespers, the saint’s coffin was
carried from the church of Saints Zosimus and Sabbatius and into the
Dormition Cathedral. Several people were healed of various illnesses
during this procession.

On July 19, the saint’s birthday, the late Liturgy began at 8
o’clock. The long awaited event was accompanied by numerous
miraculous healings of the sick, who had gathered at Sarov in large
numbers. More than 200,000 people came to Sarov from all across
Russia. In 1991, Saint Seraphim’s relics were rediscovered after being
hidden in a Soviet anti-religious museum for seventy years. Widely
esteemed in his lifetime, Saint Seraphim is one of the most beloved
saints of the Orthodox Church. (www.oca.org)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Abbot Sergius. Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris),
Mitred-Archpriest Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva
(Koutroulelis), Mat. Mary Reynolds, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn
Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael
Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish,
Innocent Sam, Chris Gehret, Bridget Youmans, Stephanie Raptis, Hannah
Conover, Anthony Arroyo, child Odette Crews, James & Elizabeth Larson,
Xenia Crews & those suffering from the wars and unrest in Ukraine, Russia,
& the Middle East. Our Catechumens: Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos,
Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel
Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas
Compton, Jonathan, Madison (& infant Livinia), Felicity & Edmund Race,
Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret, Robert, Ana, Donald & Alyssa Rubino &
Michael Remick

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal

Hieromonk Alexis (Lisenko) +6/12, Deacon Christopher N. Meholick +6/24,
Theodore Federoff + 6/18 and All those who have lost their lives in the wars
& unrest in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East and around the world.




