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€levation of the Holy Gross Orthodox Ghurch
1725 Holy Cross Ln
Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701-2749
www.holycrosswilliamsport.org

Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Rector/Pastor
Office: 570.322.3020
(c) 717.576.3503
Email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:
Epistle: Philippians 3:7-14; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Gospel: St. Mark 10:29-31, 42-45; St. Matthew 14:14-22
A warm welcome to everyone this morning! Please join us for

lunch & fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

* Church open for prayer/Confession on Thursday * 7-9:30am. Please
let Fr Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession.

*+ No Compline / Bible Study this week — Wednesday July 29

+ Dormition Fast begins on Aug 1°' — Aug 15"

+ Great Vespers — Saturday August 1% * 5pm

+ Hours & Divine Liturgy — Sunday August 2™ * 9:40am — Lunch
Fellowship following in the Hall.

*+ July Benevolence — Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry
July 18 /19, 2026
Attendance: Vespers — 18 / Divine Liturgy - 70
Collection - $1,492.25 / Online Giving - $341.00
Candle Offerings — $33.00 / Benevolence - $10.00

Memorial - $10.00

Thank you all for your support of our Parish!!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer
li.e., Prayers Before Communion), recent confession, and who were at
least present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach
to receive the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone
too. If you have any questions about Communion, please see Fr.

Seraphim. &

’f‘ Repose of St. Jacob Netsvetov, Enlightener of the Peoples of
Alaska

Father Jacob (Netsvetov) of Alaska was born of pious parents in
1802 on Atka Island, Alaska. His father, Yegor Vasil’evich Netsvetov
was a Russian from Tobolsk. His mother, Maria Alekseevna, was an
Aleut from Atka island. Yegor and Maria had four children who survived
infancy; Jacob was the first born, followed by Osip (Joseph), Elena, and
Antony. Yegor and Maria were devoted to their children and, though of
meager means, did all they could to provide them with the education
which would help them in this life as well as in the life to come. Osip
and Antony were eventually able to study at the Saint Petersburg Naval
Academy in Russia, becoming a naval officer and a shipbuilder,
respectively. Their sister, Elena, married a successful and respected clerk
for the Russian-American Company. But Jacob yearned for a different
kind of success, a success that the world might consider failure for “the
righteous live forever, their reward is with the Lord” (Wis. Sol. 5:15).
And so, when the family moved to Irkutsk in 1823, Jacob enrolled in the
Irkutsk Theological Seminary and placed all his hope in Christ by
seeking first the Kingdom of God (Mt. 6:33).

Father Jacob was a physician of bodies as well as souls. He often
cared for the sick among his flock even to his own detriment. During the
winter of 1850-1851 the saint was himself ravaged with illness. Yet he
cared for the sick and dispensed medicine to them every day. Father
Jacob’s preaching often brought together in the Holy Faith tribes who
were traditional enemies. One example from his journal reads:

“Beginning in the morning, upon my invitation, all the
Kol’chane and Ingalit from the Yukon and the local ones gathered at my




place and I preached the word of God, concluding at noon. Everyone
listened to the preaching with attention and without discussion or dissent,
and in the end they all expressed faith and their wish to accept Holy
Baptism, both the Kol’chane and the Ingatit (formerly traditional
enemies). I made a count by families and in groups, and then in the
afternoon began the baptismal service. First I baptized 50 Kol’chane and
Ingalit men, the latter from the Yukon and Innoko. It was already
evening when I completed the service. March 21, 1853.”

So it was that this apostolic man, this new Job, conducted
himself during his earthly course. There are many other deeds and
wonders which he performed, many known and many more known only
to God. Few missionaries in history have had to endure the hardships
which Father Jacob faced, yet he did so with patience and humility. His
life of faith and piety are the legacy which he leaves to us, his spiritual
children in America, and indeed to all Christians throughout the world.

(www.oca.org)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Abbot Sergius. Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris),
Mitred-Archpriest Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva
(Koutroulelis), Mat. Mary Reynolds, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn
Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael
Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish,
Innocent Sam, Chris Gehret, Bridget Youmans, Stephanie Raptis, Hannah
Conover, Anthony Arroyo, child Odette Crews, James & Elizabeth Larson,
Xenia Crews & those suffering from the wars and unrest in Ukraine, Russia,
& the Middle East. Our Catechumens: Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos,
Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel
Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas
Compton, Jonathan, Madison (& infant Livinia), Felicity & Edmund Race,
Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret, Robert, Ana, Donald & Alyssa Rubino &
Michael Remick

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal

Deacon Christopher Meholick +6/24, Matushka Louise Hill +7/19 Theodore
Federoff + 6/18 and All those who have lost their lives in the wars & unrest
in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East and around the world.




