
Orthodox Church in America + Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania 
 

Elevation of the Holy Cross 

Orthodox Church        

Williamsport, PA. 

 

 

 

Feast of All Saints 

Of North America 

June 14
th

, 2026 



Elevation of the Holy Cross Orthodox Church 

1725 Holy Cross Ln 

Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701-2749 

www.holycrosswilliamsport.org 
 

Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Rector/Pastor 

Office: 570.322.3020 

(c) 717.576.3503 

Email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Today’s Scripture Readings: 

Epistle: Hebrews 11:33-12:2; Romans 2:10-16 

Gospel: St. Matthew 4:25-5:12; St. Matthew 4:18-23 
 

Joyous Feast of All Saints of North America! 
A warm welcome to everyone this morning!  Please join us for 

some fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall! 
 

This Week at Holy Cross 

+ Church open for prayer/Confession Tuesday & Thursday * 7-9:30am. 

Please let Fr Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession. 

+ Compline / Bible Study – Wednesday June 17th * 5:30pm 

** Community Luncheon – Saturday June 20th * 10 – 11:30 

** Parish Council Meeting – Saturday June 20th * 3:00pm 

+ Great Vespers – Saturday June 20th * 5pm 

+ Hours & Divine Liturgy – Sunday June 21st * 9:40 Father’s Day 

Potluck Fellowship following in the Hall. 

+ June Benevolence – Office of Pastoral Life Financial Health Program 

June 6 & 7, 2026 

Attendance: Vespers – 32 / Divine Liturgy - 67 

Collection - $2,625.00 / Online Giving - $291.00 

Candle Offerings – $207.00 / Memorial (Lew Shatto) - $50.00 

Thank you all for your support of our Parish!! 



Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox 

Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e., 

Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least 

present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive 

the Holy Eucharist.  We should all be at peace with everyone too.  If you 

have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim.        

 

† The Feast of All Saints of North America 

On the second Sunday after Pentecost, each local Orthodox Church 

commemorates all the saints, known and unknown, who have shone forth in 

its territory. Accordingly, the Orthodox Church in America remembers the 

saints of North America on this day.  Saints of all times, and in every 

country are seen as the fulfillment of God’s promise to redeem fallen 

humanity. Their example encourages us to “lay aside every weight, and the 

sin which so easily besets us” and to “run with patience the race that is set 

before us” (Hebrews 12:1). The saints of North America also teach us how 

we should live, and what we must expect to endure as Christians 

 

On September 24, 1794, after a journey of 7,327 miles (the longest 

missionary journey in Orthodox history) and 293 days, a group of monks 

from Valaam arrived on Kodiak Island in Alaska. The mission was headed 

by Archimandrite Joasaph, and included Hieromonks Juvenal, Macarius, and 

Athanasius, the Hierodeacons Nectarius and Stephen, and the monks 

Herman and Joasaph. Saint Herman of Alaska (December 13, August 9), the 

last surviving member of the mission, fell asleep in the Lord in 1837. 

 

Throughout the Church’s history, the seeds of faith have always 

been watered by the blood of the martyrs. The Protomartyr Juvenal was 

killed near Lake Iliamna by natives in 1799, thus becoming the first 

Orthodox Christian to shed his blood for Christ in the New World. In 1816, 

Saint Peter the Aleut was put to death by Spanish missionaries in California 

when he refused to convert to Roman Catholicism.   Missionary efforts 

continued in the nineteenth century, with outreach to the native peoples 

of Alaska. Two of the most prominent laborers in Christ’s Vineyard were 

Saint Innocent Veniaminov (March 31 and October 6) and Saint Jacob 

Netsvetov (July 26), who translated Orthodox services and books into the 

native languages. Father Jacob Netsvetev died in Sitka in 1864 after a 



life of devoted service to the Church. Father John Veniaminov, after his 

wife’s death, received monastic tonsure with the name Innocent. He died 

in 1879 as the Metropolitan of Moscow. 

 

As the nineteenth century was drawing to a close, an event of 

enormous significance for the North American Church took place. On 

March 25, 1891, Bishop Vladimir went to Minneapolis to receive Saint 

Alexis Toth (May 7) and 361 of his parishioners into the Orthodox 

Church. This was the beginning of the return of many Uniates to 

Orthodoxy. 

 

St. Herman of Alaska, St. Tikhon, St. Innocent of Alaska, St. 

Raphael, St. Alexis Toth, St. Jacob of Alaska, St. John Kochurov, St. 

Alexander Hotovitzky, St. Juvenaly, St. Peter, St. Basil Martysz, St. John 

Maximovitch, St. Nikolai of Zhicha, St. Alexei (Kabalyuk), St. Mardarije 

(Uskokovic), St. Sebastian (Dabovich), St. Seraphim (Samoilovich), St. 

Varnava (Nastic) & St. Olga of Kwethluk  (oca.org) 

 
 
 
Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years! 

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young), 

Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest 

Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Mat. 

Mary Reynolds, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, 

Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Joanna 

Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish, Innocent Sam, Chris Gehret, Bridget 

Youmans, Stephanie Raptis, Hannah Conover, Anthony Arroyo & those 

suffering from the wars and unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East.  

Our Catechumens: Melissa Czock, Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos, 

Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel 

Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas 

Compton, Jonathan, Madison (& child born of her), Felicity & Edmund 

Race, Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret, Donald, Alyssa & Michael 

Prayers for the Newly Departed: Memory Eternal 

Fr Dcn John Wesner +5/15, John Sam +5/12, James Lew Shatto +5/13 and 

All those who have lost their lives in the wars & unrest in Ukraine, Russia, 

the Middle East and around the world. 


