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Today’s Scripture Readings:
Epistle: Acts 16:16-34
Gospel: St. John 9:1-38

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

A festive welcome to everyone this morning! Please join us for
some fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

* Church open for prayer/Confession Tuesday * 7-9:30am. Please let
Fr Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession.

+ Feast of the Ascension — Vesperal Liturgy — Wednesday May 20™ *
5:30pm
* Great Vespers — Saturday May 23 * 5pm

+ Hours & Divine Liturgy — Sunday May 24™ * 9:40 — Fellowship
following in the Hall.

*+ May Benevolence — St Tikhon’s Summer Camp
** THANK YOU to everyone from Mat. Mary for your prayers &

cards.

*%* THANK YOU to all the fellas who made our Mother’s Day
Brunch a great success!

Our Giving — May 10", 2026
Tithes/Offerings - $2,767.00 / Online Giving - $241.00
Candle Offerings — $88.00
Thank you all for your generosity!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer
li.e., Prayers Before Communion), recent confession, and who were at
least present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach
to receive the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone
too. If you have any questions about Communion, please see Fr.
Seraphim. @

"‘ Sunday of the Man Born Blind

In the Verses of the Synaxarion: O Bestower of light. Who are Light
coming forth from Light; You gave eyes to the man who was blind from
birth, O Word."

Saint Theophylaktos says in his Commentary that "Jesus our Lord
fashioned all the members of the blind man's body except for the eyes,
which He omitted. By healing them now, he completes the divine act of
creating and demonstrates that He is the Creator."

Jesus tests the faith of the blind man by sending him to the Pool of
Siloam (which means “sent”). He respects the man’s freedom but asks
for his voluntary and free participation in the miracle. The blind man,
with faith, obeys God’s command. He goes and washes in the pool, and
he returns seeing.

The former blind man’s life was not made easier, however. He becomes
the object of the Scribes' and Pharisees' evil and hatred, those who
believed in God and in the observance of His Law. They themselves
were blind, yet they were suspicious of the formerly blind man,
imagining that he only pretended to be blind and now was able to see.
"They willingly were made blind by the dark letter of the Law, in which
Christ, the resplendent Sun shines."

They questioned the man who was blind, but when they see the miracle
before their eyes, instead of believing, they shut the eyes of their souls.
Then the man's parents were questioned. They were afraid to confirm the
miracle that happened to their son who was born blind, because they did
not want to be expelled from the synagogue. They tried to avoid trouble
by concealing the truth. Therefore, they said, "He is of age, ask him!"




We who receive benefits from God every day are ashamed or afraid to
confess God because of our lack of trust. We put our own interests above
God, knowing that He will understand us! He will understand us, but He
will also see our faith and what priorities we have in our lives. Christ will
see what "gods" we have put in His place, but He will not cease to
remind us that He is the light of the world.

The blind man was healed, not only in the eyes of his body but
eventually in his soul as well. He recognizes Jesus as God and does not
hesitate to confess it before the religious rulers with courage that many of
us would envy. Faith alone is not enough; we also need to confess our
faith in order to become genuine children of God. When we confess
Christ before men, He will confess us before His Father, as the Lord has
promised us: "Everyone who shall confess me before men, I also shall
confess him before my Father who is in Heaven; and whoever denies me
before men I also will deny him before my Father who is in Heaven"
(Matthew 10:32). (Www.oca.org)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest
Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Mat.
Mary Reynolds, Paul & Judy Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia
Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian
Gunter, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish, John Sam, Innocent
Sam, Chris Gehret, Bridget Youmans, Stephanie Raptis, & those suffering
from the wars and unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East. Our
Catechumens: Melissa Czock, Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos,
Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel
Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas
Compton, Jonathan, Madison (& child to be born), Felicity & Edmund Race,
Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal

Fr Dcn John Wesner +5/15, Stephanie Hojnicki +4/15, John Sam +5/12,
Lew Shatto +5/13 and All those who have lost their lives in the wars &
unrest in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East and around the world.




