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€levation of the Holy Gross Orthodox Ghurch
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Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Rector/Pastor
Office: 570.322.3020
(c) 717.576.3503
Email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:

Epistle: Acts 2:1-11
Gospel: St. John 7:37-52, 8:12

JOYOUS FEAST!

A festive welcome to everyone this morning! Please join us for
some fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

** FAST FREE WEEK **
* Church open for prayer/Confession Tuesday & Thursday * 7-9:30am.

Please let Fr Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession.

*+ Compline / Bible Study — Wednesday June 3 * 5:30pm

* Great Vespers — Saturday June 6™ * d4pm — Zosimas Sidway
presentation following in the Hall.

+ Hours & Divine Liturgy — Sunday June 7" * 9:40 Fellowship
following in the Hall.

*+ June Benevolence — Office of Pastoral Life Financial Health Program

May 23 & 24, 2026
Attendance: Vespers — 20 / Divine Liturgy - 50
Tithes/Offerings - $1,362.00 / Online Giving - $241.00
Candle Offerings — $77.00
Thank you all for your support of our Parish!!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer
li.e., Prayers Before Communion), recent confession, and who were at
least present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach
to receive the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone
too. If you have any questions about Communion, please see Fr.
Seraphim. @

"‘ The Vespers of Pentecost

The liturgical peculiarity of Pentecost is a very special Vespers
of the day itself. Usually, this service follows immediately the Divine
Liturgy, is “added” to it as its own fulfillment. The service begins as a
solemn “summing up” of the entire celebration, as its liturgical synthesis.
We hold flowers in our hands symbolizing the joy of the eternal spring,
inaugurated by the coming of the Holy Spirit. After the festal Entrance,
this joy reaches its climax in the singing of the Great Prokeimenon:

“Who is so great a God as our God?”

Then, having reached this climax, we are invited to kneel. This is
our first kneeling since Easter. It signifies that after these fifty days of
Paschal joy and fulness, of experiencing the Kingdom of God, the
Church now is about to begin her pilgrimage through time and history. It
is evening again, and the night approaches, during which temptations and
failures await us, when, more than anything else, we need Divine help,
that presence and power of the Holy Spirit, who has already revealed to
us the joyful End, who now will help us in our effort towards fulfillment
and salvation. All this is revealed in the three prayers which the priest
reads now as we all kneel and listen to him. In the first prayer, we bring
to God our repentance, our increased appeal for forgiveness of sins, the
first condition for entering into the Kingdom of God.

In the second prayer, we ask the Holy Spirit to help us, to teach
us to pray and to follow the true path in the dark and difficult night of our
earthly existence. Finally, in the third prayer, we remember all those
who have achieved their earthly journey, but who are united with us in
the eternal God of Love.




The joy of Easter has been completed, and we again have to wait
for the dawn of the Eternal Day. Yet, knowing our weakness, humbling
ourselves by kneeling, we also know the joy and the power of the Holy
Spirit who has come. We know that God is with us, that in Him is our
victory.

Thus, is completed the feast of Pentecost and we enter “the
ordinary time” of the year. Yet, every Sunday now will be called “after
Pentecost” - and this means that it is from the power and light of these
fifty days that we shall receive our own power, the Divine help in our
daily struggle. At Pentecost we decorate our churches with flowers and
green branches - for the Church “never grows old but is always young.”
It is an evergreen, ever-living Tree of grace and life, of joy and comfort.
For the Holy Spirit - “the Treasury of Blessings and Giver of Life -
comes and abides in us, and cleanses us from all impurity,” and fills our
life with meaning, love, faith and hope.

Fr Alexander Schmemann (1974)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest
Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Mat.
Mary Reynolds, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak,
Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Joanna
Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish, Innocent Sam, Chris Gehret, Bridget
Youmans, Stephanie Raptis, & those suffering from the wars and unrest in
Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East. Our Catechumens: Melissa Czock,
Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette,
Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer
Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas Compton, Jonathan, Madison (& child to be
born), Felicity & Edmund Race, Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal

Fr Dcn John Wesner +5/15, John Sam +5/12, James Lew Shatto +5/13 and
All those who have lost their lives in the wars & unrest in Ukraine, Russia,
the Middle East and around the world.




