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Email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:

Epistle: Galatians 6:11-18; 2 Corinthians 4:6-15
Gospel: St. John 3:13-17; St. Matthew 22:35-46

A warm welcome to everyone this morning! Please join us for
lunch & fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

+ Elevation of the Precious Cross +

Great Vespers, Litya — TODAY Sunday September 13" * 1pm
Divine Liturgy - Monday September 14" * 9:30am

+ Compline / Bible Study — Wednesday September 16" * 5:30pm

+ Church open for prayer/Confession - Thursday * 7-9:30am. Please let
Fr Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession.

* Community Luncheon — Saturday September 19" * 10-11:30am
# Parish Council Meeting — Saturday September 19" * 3pm
+ Great Vespers — Saturday September 19" * 5pm

+ Hours & Divine Liturgy — Sunday September 20" * 9:40am — Lunch
Fellowship following in the Hall.

September Benevolence — Dwell Orphan Care, Williamsport
September 5/6 & 8, 2026

Attendance: Vespers — 36 / Divine Liturgy — 76 / Feast - 17
Collection - $2,116.00 / Online Giving - $331.00
Candle Offerings — $69.00 / Benevolence - $250.00




THANK YOU for your generous support of our Parish!!

Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e.,
Prayers Before Communion), recent confession, and who were at least
present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive
the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone too. If you

have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim. &

+ Elevation of the Precious Cross - September 14"

The Elevation of the Cross, celebrated on the fourteenth of
September, commemorates the finding of Christ’s Cross by Saint Helen, the
mother of the Emperor Constantine in the fourth century; and, after it was
taken by the Persians, of its recovery by the Emperor Heraclius in the
seventh century at which time it was “elevated” in the Church of the
Resurrection in Jerusalem. From this latter event the “universal elevation™ of
the Cross was celebrated annually in all of the churches of the Christian
Empire.

The day of the Elevation of the Cross became, as it were, the
national holiday of the Eastern Christian Empire similar to the Fourth of July
in the United States. The Cross, the official emblem of the Empire which
was placed on all public buildings and uniforms, was officially elevated on
this day by the bishops and priests. They blessed the four directions of the
universe with the Cross, while the faithful repeated the chanting of “Lord
have mercy.” This ritual is still done in the churches today after the solemn
presentation and elevation of the Cross at the end of the Vigil service of the
holy day following the Great Doxology of Matins.

The troparion of the feast which was, one might say, the
“national anthem” sung on all public occasions in the Christian Empires
of Byzantium and Russia, originally petitioned God to save the people, to
grant victory in war and to preserve the empire “by the virtue of the
Cross.” Today the troparion, and all the hymns of the day, are
“spiritualized” as the “adversaries” become the spiritually wicked and
sinful including the devil and his armies, and “Orthodox Christians”
replace the names of ruling officials of the Empire.




O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. Grant
victories to the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries, and by the
virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy habitation (Troparion).

When we elevate the Cross and bow down before it in
veneration and worship to God, we proclaim that we belong to the
Kingdom “not of this world,” and that our only true and enduring
citizenship is with the saints in the “city of God” (Eph 2.19; Heb
11.10; Rev 21-22).

Thus, at the Elevation of the Cross the Christians make their
official rededication to the crucified Lord and pledge their undivided
allegiance to Him by the adoration of His holy feet nailed to the life-
creating Cross. This is the meaning of this holy day of fasting and
repentance in the Church today. (www.oca.org)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose
(Young), Abbot Tryphon, Abbot Sergius. Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas
(Harris), Mitred-Archpriest Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak),
Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal,
Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak,
Brian Gunter, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish, Innocent Sam,
Chris Gehret, Bridget Youmans, Stephanie Raptis, Anthony Arroyo,
child Odette Crews, James & Elizabeth Larson, Newly Illumined:
Garette, Morgan, Charlotte, Nathaniel Fallon, & Jiselle Macari - Those
suffering from the wars and unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle
East. Our Catechumens: Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah
(Military), Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio,
Dallas Compton, Jonathan, Madison (& infant Livinia), Felicity &
Edmund Race, Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret, Robert, Ana, Donald &
Alyssa Rubino & Michael Remick

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal
Protodeacon Alexei Dupay +8/23, Adelina Salubayba +8/27 and All
those who have lost their lives in the wars & unrest in Ukraine, Russia,
the Middle East and around the world. Disaster in Nepal




