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€levation of the Holy Gross Orthodox Ghurch
1725 Holy Cross Ln
Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701-2749
www.holycrosswilliamsport.org

Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Rector/Pastor
Office: 570.322.3020
(c) 717.576.3503
Email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:

Epistle: Galatians 2:16-20; 2 Corinthians 6:1-10
Gospel: St. Mark 8:34-9:1; Matthew 25:14-30

A warm welcome to everyone this morning! Please join us for
lunch & fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

+ Please contact Fr Ed Hughes if you have an emergency and need a
priest while Fr Seraphim is away. He can be reached at 570-323-9652

*+ Compline / Bible Study — Wednesday September 23 * 5:30pm
+ Great Vespers — Saturday September 26™ * 5pm

*+ Hours & Divine Liturgy — Sunday September 27" * 9:40am — Lunch
Fellowship following in the Hall.

* THANK YOU to all who helped with the Luncheon on Saturday!!

September Benevolence — Dwell Orphan Care, Williamsport

September 12/13 & 14, 2026
Attendance: Vespers — 32 / Divine Liturgy — 47

Feast of the Cross — Vespers 28 / Divine Liturgy -17
Collection - $1,948.25 / Online Giving - $571.00
Candle Offerings — $75.00
THANK YOU for your fathful support of our Parish!!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox

Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e.,
Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least
present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive
the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone too. If you

have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim. &

’f‘ Greatmartyr Eustdthios Placidas, with his wife and children, of
Rome

Before his Baptism, the Holy Great Martyr Eustathios was named
Plakidas (IThaxidac). He was a Roman General in the reigns of Emperors
Titus (79-81) and Trajan (98-117). Even before he came to know Christ,
Plakidas devoted himself to charitable endeavors, helping the poor and
destitute. Therefore, the Lord did not allow this virtuous pagan to continue
in the darkness of idolatry.

One day, while hunting in a forest, he saw a remarkable stag which
stopped now and then to stare at him. Plakidas pursued it on horseback, but
could not catch up. The stag jumped over a chasm and stood on the other
side facing him. Suddenly, Plakidas saw a radiant Cross between its antlers.
The General was astonished to hear a voice coming from the Cross saying,
“Why do you pursue me, Plakidas?”

“Who are You, Master?” asked Plakidas. The voice replied, “I am
Jesus Christ, Whom you do not know, but by your good deeds, you honor
me. | have appeared here on this creature for your sake, to draw you into the
net of my love for mankind. It is not fitting that one as righteous as you
should worship idols and remain ignorant of the truth. It was to save
mankind that I came into the world.”

Plakidas cried out, “Lord, I believe that You are the God of Heaven
and earth, the Creator of all things. Master, teach me what I should do.”
Again the Lord replied, “Go to the bishop of your country and receive
Baptism from him, and he will instruct you.”

Plakidas returned home and joyfully recounted everything to his
wife Tatiana. She in turn told him of a strange dream she had the evening
before, in which she had been told, “Tomorrow you, your husband and your




sons shall come to me and know that I am the true God.” The couple then
proceeded to do as they had been told.

They hastened to the Christian bishop, who baptized all their
family, and then communed them with the Holy Mysteries. Plakidas was
renamed Eustathios, his wife was called Theopiste, and their children,
Agapios and Theopistos. On the following day, Saint Eustathios went to the
place of his miraculous conversion and there he gave thanks to the Lord for
having called him to the path of salvation.

Saint Eustathios received another a miraculous revelation. The

Lord Himself predicted his impending tribulations: “Eustathios, you shall

suffer many misfortunes, as did Job, but in the end you will conquer the

devil.” Soon Saint Eustathios was afflicted with misfortune: all of his

servants died of the plague, and his cattle perished. Brought to ruin, but

not despairing in spirit, Saint Eustathios and his family secretly

abandoned their home, to live in poverty unknown, humble, and poor.
(Read the rest of the story at www.oca.org)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Abbot Sergius. Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris),
Mitred-Archpriest Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva
(Koutroulelis), Mat. Katherine White, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn
Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael
Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish,
Innocent Sam, Stephanie Raptis, Anthony Arroyo, child Odette Crews,
James & Elizabeth Larson, Newly Illumined: Silouan, Emmelia, Marina,
Nicholas Fallon, & Juliana Macari - Those suffering from the wars and
unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East. Qur Catechumens: Spencer
Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson,
Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas Compton, Jonathan, Madison (&
infant Livinia), Felicity & Edmund Race, Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret,
Robert, Ana, Donald & Alyssa Rubino, Michael Remick & Seth Zerbe

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal
Protodeacon Alexei Dupay +8/23, Adelina Salubayba +8/27 and All those
who have lost their lives in the wars & unrest in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle
East and around the world. Disaster in Nepal




