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Today’s Scripture Readings: 

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1 

Gospel: St. Luke 5:1-11 

 

A warm welcome to everyone this morning!  Please join us for 

lunch & fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall! 

 
 

This Week at Holy Cross 

+ Please contact Fr Ed Hughes if you have an emergency and 

need a priest while Fr Seraphim is away.  He can be reached at 

570-323-9652 

+ Compline / Bible Study – Wednesday September 30th * 5:30pm 

+ Great Vespers – Saturday October 3rd * 5pm 

+ Hours & Divine Liturgy – Sunday October 4th * 9:40am – 

Lunch Fellowship following in the Hall. 

September Benevolence – Dwell Orphan Care, Williamsport 

 

September 19/20, 2026 

Attendance: Vespers – / Divine Liturgy –  

Collection - $ / Online Giving - $ 

Candle Offerings – $ / Benevolence - $ 

 

THANK YOU for your fathful support of our Parish!! 



Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox 

Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e., 

Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least 

present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive 

the Holy Eucharist.  We should all be at peace with everyone too.  If you 

have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim.        

 

† Martyr Callistratus and 49 companions 

Saint Callistratus was a native of Carthage. An ancestor of Saint 

Callistratus, Neochorus, had served under the emperor Tiberius in Palestine, 

under the command of Pontius Pilate, the procurator of Judea, and was a 

witness to the suffering on the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, His voluntary 

death and glorious Resurrection. 

 

The saint’s father was a Christian, and he raised his son in faith and 

piety. Also like his father, Saint Callistratus became a soldier and excelled 

among his pagan military comrades by his good conduct and gentle 

disposition. 

 

At night when everyone slept, he usually stayed up at prayer. Once, 

a soldier sleeping nearby heard Saint Callistratus invoking the Name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and he reported this to the military commander, who in 

turn summoned Callistratus, interrogated him and wanted to make him offer 

sacrifice to idols. The saint resolutely refused to do this, so the military 

commander ordered that the saint be beaten. Then, covered with wounds, the 

saint was dragged over sharp stones. The beating and the torments did not 

sway the firm will and brave endurance of the sufferer. 

 

The saint was sewn up in a leather sack and drowned in the sea. By 

God’s mercy, however, the sack struck a sharp rock and was torn open. Saint 

Callistratus came to dry land unharmed, carried by dolphins. Viewing such a 

miracle, forty-nine soldiers came to believe in Christ. Then the military 

commander threw Saint Callistratus and the believing soldiers into prison. 

Before this, all of them were subjected to innumerable floggings. 

 

In jail Saint Callistatus continued to preach the Word of God to the 

soldiers and he bolstered their spirits for martyrdom. Summoned again 

before the military commander, the sufferers firmly confessed their faith in 



Christ, after which they were bound hand and foot and thrown into the 

depths of a great lake behind a dam. But there their bonds broke, and with 

bright faces the holy martyrs stood in the water, rejoicing in their Baptism, 

which coincided with the act of martyrdom. 

 

Beautiful bright crowns appeared over their heads, and all heard a 

voice: “Be brave, Callistratus, with your company, and come rest in the 

eternal habitations.” At the same time, the earth shuddered and an idol 

standing nearby fell down and smashed. Seeing this, another 135 soldiers 

also believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. The military commander, fearing a 

mutiny in the army, did not put them on trial, but again imprisoned Saint 

Callistratus with his 49 companions, where they fervently prayed and gave 

thanks to the Creator for giving them power to endure such sufferings. 

 

At night the martyrs were cut to pieces with swords by order of the 

military commander. Their holy relics were buried by the 135 soldiers who 

remained alive. Later, a church was built on the spot of their sufferings, as 

Saint Callistatus had foretold.   (www.oca.org)  

    

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years! 

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young), 

Abbot Tryphon, Abbot Sergius. Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), 

Mitred-Archpriest Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva 

(Koutroulelis), Mat. Katherine White,  Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn 

Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael 

Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish, 

Innocent Sam, Stephanie Raptis, Anthony Arroyo, child Odette Crews, 

James & Elizabeth Larson, Newly Illumined: Silouan, Emmelia, Marina, 

Nicholas Fallon, & Juliana Macari - Those suffering from the wars and 

unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East.  Our Catechumens: Spencer 

Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, 

Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas Compton, Jonathan, Madison (& 

infant Livinia), Felicity & Edmund Race, Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret, 

Robert, Ana, Donald & Alyssa Rubino, Michael Remick & Seth Zerbe 

Prayers for the Newly Departed: Memory Eternal 

Protodeacon Alexei Dupay +8/23, Adelina Salubayba +8/27 and All those 

who have lost their lives in the wars & unrest in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle 

East and around the world. Disaster in Nepal 


