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Today’s Scripture Readings:

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 1:21-2:4
Gospel: St. Matthew 22:1-14

A warm welcome to everyone this morning! Please join us for
lunch & fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

* Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos — Vesperal Liturgy *

Monday September 7" * Spm

+ No Compline / Bible Study — Wednesday September 9™

+ Church open for prayer/Confession - Thursday * 7-9:30am. Please let
Fr Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession.

*+ Great Vespers — Saturday September 12 * S5pm

*+ Hours & Divine Liturgy — Sunday September 13" * 9:40am — Lunch
Fellowship following in the Hall. Great Vespers, Litya - for the Feast of
the Cross * Ipm

September Benevolence — Dwell Orphan Care, Williamsport

August 29 /30, 2026
Attendance: Vespers — 31/ Divine Liturgy — 76
Collection - $1,004.25 / Online Giving - $575.45
Candle Offerings — $64.00 / Benevolence - $25.00
THANK YOU for your generous support of our Parish!!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e.,
Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least
present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive
the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone too. If you

have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim. &

’f‘ Mpystery of Holy Baptism

Baptism, which means literally the immersion in water, was
practiced among the people of the Old Testament as well as the people who
belonged to pagan religions. The universal meaning of baptism is that of
“starting anew,” of dying to an old, way of life and being born again into a
new way of life. Thus, baptism was always connected with repentance which
means a moral conversion, a “change of mind,” a change in living from
something old and bad to something new and good.

In the Christian Church the practice of baptism takes on a new and
particular significance. It no longer remains merely a sign of moral change
and spiritual rebirth. It becomes very specifically the act of a person’s death
and resurrection in and with Jesus. Christian baptism is man’s participation
in the event of Easter. It is a “new birth by water and the Holy Spirit” into
the Kingdom of God (Jn 3:5).

Baptism in the Church begins with the rejection of Satan and the
acceptance of Christ. Before being baptized, a person—or his sponsors or
godparents for him—officially proclaims the symbol of Christian faith, the
Creed. Because the godparent speaks on behalf of the child, sponsors his
entrance into the Church and “receives” the child out of the baptismal waters
into the Church and cares for his spiritual life, the godparent himself must be
a member of the Church.

Through the act of immersion, the baptized person dies to this world
and is born again in the resurrection of Christ into eternal life. He is clothed
with the “garments of salvation” symbolized by the white baptismal robe
which is the “new humanity” of Jesus himself who is the new and heavenly
Adam Thus, the words of the Apostle Paul are chanted as the newly-baptized
is led in procession around the baptismal font three times as the symbol of




his procession to the Kingdom of God and his entrance into eternal life: “For
as many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia” (Gal
3:27). *+ Fr. Thomas Hopko

’f‘ Forefeast of the Nativity of the Mother of God (Sept 7™")

The first lesson at Great Vespers (Genesis 28:10-17) describes
Jacob’s dream of a ladder reaching from earth to heaven, and the angels
ascending and descending upon it. The second lesson (Ezekiel 43:27-
44:4) speaks of the gate of the sanctuary which faces east. God enters
through this gate, which is shut so that no one else can enter by it. The
third reading (Proverbs 9:1-11) talks about the house that Wisdom has
built. These readings are interpreted as prefiguring the Mother of God.

(www.oca.org)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose
(Young), Abbot Tryphon, Abbot Sergius. Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas
(Harris), Mitred-Archpriest Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak),
Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal,
Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak,
Brian Gunter, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish, Innocent Sam,
Chris Gehret, Bridget Youmans, Stephanie Raptis, Anthony Arroyo,
child Odette Crews, James & Elizabeth Larson, Newly Illumined:
Garette, Morgan, Charlotte, Nathaniel Fallon, & Jiselle Macari - Those
suffering from the wars and unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle
East. Our Catechumens: Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah
(Military), Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio,
Dallas Compton, Jonathan, Madison (& infant Livinia), Felicity &
Edmund Race, Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret, Robert, Ana, Donald &
Alyssa Rubino & Michael Remick

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal
Hieromonk Basil (Castillo) +7/28, Protodeacon Alexei Dupay +8/23,
Adelina Salubayba +8/27 and All those who have lost their lives in the
wars & unrest in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East and around the world.
Disaster in Nepal




